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Q. Please state your name and residential address. 6 

A.  Omer H. Liefer 7 

 10192 Stringtown Road 8 

 Baldwin, IL, 62217 9 

Q. How long have you owned your property?   10 

A. My wife and I have owned the property since 1972. 11 

Q. Has it been in your family for multiple generations, and if so, for how 12 

long?  13 

A. The farm has been in my wife's family for four generations (our trust to 14 

children included).  The farm (160 acres) has been in the family since 1880, 125 15 

years ago, the original deed is available.  16 

Q.  How much property do you own? 17 

A. 160 acres. 18 

Q. What percentage (roughly) of your property are they planning to 19 

take?   20 

A. Approximately 1.5 percent of our property would be taken.  The 21 

percentage of land is not the issue.  The close proximity of the power line to our 22 

home is the issue. 23 



Q How do you use your property?  24 

A. The 160 acres is a working farm including crop land, permanent cattle 25 

pasture and a home and farm building site. 26 

Q. Is this a rural homestead? 27 

A. The farm is a rural homestead. 28 

Q. Where would this power line go in relationship to your buildings? 29 

A. This power line would go across the northwest corner of our property.  The 30 

power line would be within 150 to 200 feet of our primary residence between the 31 

public road, known as Stringtown Road, and our residence, so that we must pass 32 

under it.  (The exact location has not been surveyed.)  The farm outbuildings 33 

would be approximately another 300 feet from the power line. 34 

Q. How will this powerline interfere with your usage of your property?   35 

A. The power line, due to its close proximity to the residence, will 36 

substantially reduce the value of our residence.  The close proximity of the power 37 

line to our residence also poses a health hazard to my family as substantiated by 38 

the long term study by the British Medical Journal published in June 2005.  It 39 

poses a particular hazard to me because I have a pacemaker and have been 40 

advised by a heart specialist to stay away from strong magnetic fields.  I would 41 

have to cross under the power line every time I leave or enter our property. 42 

Q. Will this powerline cross any streams or creeks, or have to cross 43 

steep grades?  44 

A. The power line would cross a small creek or stream bordering the north 45 

edge of our property. This area is wooded and provides a winter wind break and 46 



adds to the aesthetic value of the property.  The 150 feet easement would 47 

destroy this.   48 

Q. Did you have planned specific uses for your property that this 49 

powerline will interfere with?      50 

A. The property will continue to be used as it is now, which is a farm.  51 

Eventually, our children and grandchildren plan to establish their residence here. 52 

Q. Do you believe there are any reasons why they made a mistake as to 53 

switching from the Red Route to the Green Route? 54 

A. When the Green Route was chosen over the other proposed routes, 55 

numerous factors were overlooked or completely ignored.  The Green Route 56 

from Baldwin power plant property to the Kaskaskia River comes extremely close 57 

to five residences, approximately 200 feet or less.  If the Red Route were 58 

followed, there would be no residence less than 1500 feet of the proposed route.  59 

The large majority of the Red Route is through open farm land. 60 

 All of the development in the Baldwin area over more than 25 years has 61 

been to the west side of Baldwin, i.e. Delor Acres, Stringtown Road, Route 154 62 

west.  There has been no development to the east side of Baldwin.  The 63 

proposed Green Route cuts diagonally through a plot of land already 64 

incorporated into Baldwin.  This drastically devalues this property's potential for 65 

development.  The proposed Red Route area east of Baldwin does not encroach 66 

on any incorporated area.   67 

 When these factors were initially pointed out to Mr. John Barud, he 68 

indicated that he was not aware of the problems associated with the Green 69 



Route and he said he would take another look at the Green Route.  When 70 

contacted about a week to 10 days later, he stated that they were not interested 71 

in again looking at the Green Route and were in a hurry to get the route on file.  72 

The Green Route would be their choice. 73 

 By using the Red Route through mostly open farmland, the nuisance and 74 

health factors would be greatly diminished.  The distance to any residence is 75 

greatly increased, thereby decreasing health hazards.  The power line through 76 

open farmland basically requires working around the power poles twice a year, 77 

planting and harvest.  The power line in close proximity to residences is a 365 78 

day per year health hazard and nuisance factor. 79 

 The testimony of Tracy Dencker (Ameren IP Exhibit 3.0) contains 80 

numerous errors.  I will address these only as those pertinent to the routes east 81 

of the Kaskaskia River.  Page 5, line 96 and follow, she states that the proposed 82 

route does not affect any centennial or sesquicentennial farms.  The farm that my 83 

wife and I own has been in the family since 1880.  The farm directly across the 84 

road from our farm and also affected by the proposed Green Route has been 85 

owned by the Harry Wetzel family since 1894.  86 

 Ameren IP Exhibit 3.0, line 101 "We tried to maintain a distance no closer 87 

than 1.5 miles to incorporated communities whenever possible."  By choosing the 88 

Green Route, you choose a route diagonally across an incorporated area of 89 

Baldwin.  The first alternate route east of the Kaskaskia River would have 90 

avoided that.  91 



 Ameren IP Exhibit 3.0, lines 105-107 " Advantage of the first alternative 92 

Baldwin-Rush line route are: it avoids traversing through the incorporated 93 

community of Baldwin; and it affects the fewest number of occupied houses and 94 

buildings within 200 feet of center line."  As it affects the route east of the 95 

Kaskaskia River, I agree.  However, in choosing the preferred route, this was 96 

completely ignored.  Cost appears to be the only factor in choosing the Green 97 

Route. 98 

 I believe the primary reason the proposed route was switched from the 99 

Red Route to the Green Route was due to the intervention of several Baldwin 100 

residents for personal reasons.  When making a the switch, Ameren IP did not 101 

adequately consider any of the adverse factors that would be caused by the 102 

switch to the Green Route, i.e. the power line through the incorporated area of 103 

Baldwin, the close proximity to five residences, all growth in recent years 104 

occurring west of Baldwin - none east of Baldwin.  If these factors had been 105 

given adequate consideration, the switch from the Red Route to the Green Route 106 

would not have been made.  107 

Q. Have you examined the records of the Village of Baldwin as to their 108 

decisions on the route of the transmission line? 109 

A. Yes, I made a Freedom of Information request upon the Village on April 8, 110 

2006. I received a copy of “A Resolution Against the Primary and Secondary 111 

Locations Of The Prairie State Transmission Line Project As Presently 112 

Presented”, dated February 21, 2006.  Contrary to the impression I received from 113 

the testimony of Ms. Tracy Denker’s direct testimony of March, 2006, 114 



commencing at line 166, in which it seemed that the Village wanted to protect its 115 

eastern boundaries, the actual resolution sought to protect both eastern and 116 

western boundaries by asking that the route be place north, along the Dynergy 117 

property. The Resolution is attached as Exhibit #1. 118 

 119 

I also reviewed all of the minutes from the Village meetings, that are held every 120 

two weeks, commencing with the first mention of the transmission line project 121 

when Mr. John Barud presented to the Village on December 6, 2006, continuing 122 

through various bi-weekly meetings until the Resolution was passed on February 123 

21, 2006, and since through March 21, 2006. 124 

 125 

I also reviewed the logs of all permits issued in the Village from 1991 through 126 

March 6, 2006.  During that time, the Village issue permits for three houses, one 127 

each in 1991, 1994, and 1996. In 2000 a permit was issued for an apartment 128 

hotel, and one again in 2003. A permit for a convenience store was issued in 129 

2001. During this same period, permits were issued for 11 mobile homes, 3 130 

double wide mobile homes, and one modular home.  Upon my information and 131 

belief, none of these were for the eastern boundary area of Baldwin. 132 

Q.  Does this conclude your testimony? 133 

A. Yes it does. 134 

 135 


