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GLOSSARY 
 
API American Petroleum Institute 
 
API Gravity The gravity (weight per unit volume) of oils as measured by the 

API scale 
 
 API gravity = (141.5/specific gravity at 60 degrees F) – 131.5 
 
Apportionment When the volume of crude tendered exceeds the capacity of the 
 pipeline, the carrier "apportions" (or allocates) the available space 
 on some basis, usually specified in the tariff 
 
Bpd Barrels per day   
 
Branded Product  A refined petroleum product sold by a refiner with the 
 understanding that the purchaser has the right to resell the product 
 under a trademark, trade name, service mark, or other identifying 
 symbol or names owned by such refiner 
 
Centistoke 0.01 stoke – a unit of measurement for kinematic viscosity 
 
Coking Process in which bitumen is cracked into its fractions and from 

which coke is withdrawn to start the process of converting bitumen 
to upgraded crude oil.  See Fluid Coking 

 
Delivery facility A point at which gas leaves a transporter's system, completing a 

sales or transportation service transaction between the pipeline 
company and a sales or transportation service customer 

 
Distillates The process where a liquid is heated to its boiling point and 

condensing and collecting the vapours.  Middle distillates include 
kerosene diesel and jet fuel 

 
Fluid coking  A major part of the upgrading process whereby high temperatures 

in a coker break down the complex bitumen molecules, reject 
carbon and cause bitumen molecule to reformulate into lighter 
fractions that become the main ingredients in upgraded crude oil 

 
HDD Horizontal directional drill - a technique for the installation of 

pipe, duct and cable, underground, without the need for open cut 
 
Heavy crude Crude oil with a high specific gravity and a low API gravity due to 

the presence of a high proportion of heavy hydrocarbon fractions 
and metallic content.  Has an API gravity of less than 28 degrees 
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Kinematic Viscosity The ratio of the absolute viscosity of a liquid to its specific gravity 
at the temperature at which the viscosity is measured.  Expressed 
in Stokes or Centistokes 

Example: Viscosity, kinematic, cS @ 100F.....5.2 

Lateral A pipeline segment of secondary importance to the mainline 
system.  Laterals cross-connect and reinforce the mainline system 
or are added to tap secondary supply sources or sales markets 

 
Light Crude Has an API gravity higher than 33 degrees 
 
Mainline That portion of a pipeline system used for the long distance 

transmission of oil 
 
MAOP Maximum Allowable Operating Pressure: A rating indicating the 

maximum pressure at which a pipeline or segment of a pipeline 
may be operated under the Department of Transportation 
regulations in normal conditions.  Also called pressure rating 

 
Open Season Generally refers to a period of time when all parties are given 

equal consideration.  Also, when a company becomes an open 
access transporter, it is generally expected to have an "open 
season" to accept bids for transportation.  During that time all 
shippers are treated equally in the queue for service, with space 
divided on a pro rata basis.  After the open season is over, shippers 
are generally treated on a first-come, first-served basis 

 
PADD Petroleum Allocation for Defense District.  A group of five 

geographic areas in the US used in reference to petroleum 
distribution 

 
Pigging The movement of a pig, propelled by compressed gas or fluid, 

through the inside of a pipeline for the purpose of cleaning, 
dimensioning, or inspecting 

 
Pig Trap A type of pipeline equipment used to launch and receive pigs and 

smart pigs. Also called “pig launchers” and “pig receivers” 
 
Pipeline Hub An intersection of oil pipelines that serves as the delivery point for 

oil futures contracts and often serves as a benchmark for wholesale 
oil prices across the U.S. 

 
PSIG Pounds per square inch gauge 
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Pump Station or Booster Station - A compressor station used to increase the 
pressure of oil received through a main pipeline to pump it to the 
next station or terminal 

 
ROW Right of Way 
 
Terminal   A point at which oil enters or leaves the pipeline 


