
STATE OF ILLINOIS INAL 
INOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

f ILLINIOS POWER CO. dba AMEREN IP and 
AMEREN ILLINOIS TRANSMISSION CO. 

Petition for (i) a Certificate of 
Public Convenience and necessity, 
pursuant to Section 8-406(a) of the 
Public Utilities Act, (ii) a Certi- 
ficate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity, pursuant to Section 
8-406, authorizing construction, 
operation and maintenance of new 
345,000 volt electric lines in 
Monroe, Randolph, St. Clair and 
Washington Countie, Illinois and 
(iii) other orders and reliefs. 

STATEMENT OF POSITION 

i 

Merrill W. Prange, a resident of Fults, Illinois, having been 
granted Leave to Intervene on behalf of myself and other residents 
of the Village of Fults, an incorporated Village impacted by the 
propasddllime hereby sets forth our position on the proposed 
transmission line from Rush Island to Baldwin. 

We agree that because of its location, southern Monroe County 
is the most logical route for the line herein addressed. 

We agree that given the terrain that must be crossed and the 
voltage of the line that overhead lines on single poles represent 
the most logical means of running the line. 

We understand that all options will encounter some opposition 
and that "put it in his yard, not mine" arguments solve nothing 
and accomplish less. 

We do disagree with AmerenIP's preferred route for valid 
reasons and wish to present a reasonable alternative. 

BACKGROUND: 

and have since been referred to by their respective color. 
preferred route (green line) had drawn considerable opposition 
from area residents. Their first alternative (brown line) and 
second alternative (red line) also have shortcomings to the eyes 
of the residents. 

On May 9 ,  2006, Ameren proposed a modification to the green 
line. While this modification is an improvement, it does little 
to address the chief local concern, proximity to residences. 

Ameren's proposed routes were color coded on the original map 
Their 
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CONCERNS WITH PROPOSED ROUTES: 

the following reasons, listed in our order of importance. 
We disagree with Ameren's preferred route (green line) for 

1: The line will pass close to homes, 36 homes lie within 
1/4 mile and 12 homes within 1 / 8  mile. 

2: The line is too close to Fults Hill Prairie Preserve. 
It will spoil the viewscape and impact the widlife. It will also 
impact the viewscape of the Fults Village Park. 

3 .  The Karst topography of the area to be crossed is under- 
mined with caves and covered with sinkholes. This type of terrain 
lends itself to erosion and sudden subsidence. It also can easily 
lead to contamination of the underlying water table. 

4. Ameren's stated intention is to clear cut a 150 foot lane 
through the bluffland forests to accomodate the line. Cutting of 
such lanes in oak and maple forests allows the spread of invasive 
species such as paradise trees and honeysuckle to spread through 
the bluff forests. 

5. The line will diminish the economic value of the lands it 
crosses. 

6 .  The green line has the potential to damage the historic 
Fults Hill cemetery that lies within the route. The modified 
green line will impact the St. John's Cemetery which is an active 
cemetery. 

PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE : 

red line then runs northeast to Ameren's brown line and follows 
that until it reaches the county line. This alternative (black 
line) has advantages for the residents and we believe for Ameren. 

We have proposed an alternative route which follows Ameren's 

This proposal would greatly reduce objection 1, eliminate 
objections 2 and 6 and lessen the damages for 3 ,  4 and 5. The 
specific reductions on each objection are as follows. 

1. The black line will pass within 1/4 mile of 8 homes. 
There will be no homes closer than 1/8 mile. See Map 1 attached. 

serve or the Fults Village Park. 
2. The line will not come near the Fults Hill Prairie Pre- 

3 .  The black line will cross the southern end of the Karst 
area where sinkholes and the accompanying subsidence are less 
prevalent. See Map 2 attached. 

4. The black line would run more of its route in the bottom 
area; about two miles. This would lessen the impact on the hill 
forest considerably. The black lines total length in the county 
is a l so  a mile shorter than the modified green line total length 
to further reduce forest clear cutting. 
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5. As stated in #4 above, our proposed alternative runs more 
of its length in the bottoms. FEMA restricts our bottom land to 
agricultural and other open land uses. While existing homes are 
"grandfathered", no new homes or commercial buildings can be 
erected. Thus the land has value only as open land which is 
considerably less than hill ground which can be used for homes and 
other development. The bottoms are also much less populated. 

Thus, the economic damage will be significantly less for an 
additional two mile length of the line. With the one mile shorter 
total length, this is a major reduction in economic impact. 

6 .  The black line will not come near either of the Fults 
cemeteries. 

It is our belief that constructing more of the line in the 
bottoms will significantly reduce Ameren's cost. The bottoms are 
level, open terrain with only a few areas of willow and scrub tree 
lines. The reduction in hill traversing and clear cutting for the 
proposed line will have to save time and money. 

In addition, the black line will be shorter, cross fewer par- 
cels and impact fewer landowners. 

Much of the opposition centers on the proximity of the new 
line to existing homes. The adoption of the black line alternative 
will reduce some of the opposition. 

The various lines proposed are compared below. 

Ameren Preferred First Alt. Second Alt. Local Proposal 
GREEN line BROWN line RED line BLACK line 

14.79 

3.42 

3 6  

12 

1 4 . 0 8  12.69 13.74 TOTAL 
MILES 

3.09 5.46 5 .46  BOTTOM 
MILES 

2 9  1 9  

9 8 

8 HOMES 
1/4 MILE 

0 HOMES 
1/8 MILE 

A rough draft of this proposal was presented to Ameren at the 
public meeting held in Monroe County in March. 

We ask the Commerce Commission and Ameren to seriously consider 
our proposed alternative prior to reaching a decision. 

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

of Fults Village residents. 

VERIFICATION 

Merrill W. Pranqe, by my signature, swear, depose and state 
that the statements set forth in this petition are true in 
substance and in fact. Opinions expressed are mine and are true 
to the best of my knowledge and understanding. 
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SERVICE LIST 

RALPH BUETTNER 
6076 MAEYSTOWN ROAD 
WATERLOO IL 62298 

JAMES 6 CONNIE SEBOLDT 
2254 GRANT ROAD 
FULTS IL 62244 

DANNIE & CAROLYN PIGG 
2549 GRANT ROAD 
FULTS IL 62244 

LEO FULTON, JR 
9791 PINE CREST ROAD 
RED BUD IL 62278 

KENNETH & SANDRA SCHULTHEIS 
2513 GRANT ROAD 
FULTS IL 62244 

PAUL J. EVANS 
EVANS LAW FIRM 
6 EAGLE CENTER, SUITE 3 
O'FALLON IL 62269 

DAVID P. RAU 
RAU & COOPER, ATTYS. 
P.O. BOX 99 
RED BUD IL 62278 

ERIC M. MADIAR 
FREEBORN AND PETERS, LLP 
217 E MONROE, SUITE 202 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62701 

STEVEN R. SULLIVAN, SENIOR VP 
ILLINOIS POWER CO. - AMEREN IP 
P.O. BOX 66149,  MC 1300 
ST LOUIS MO 63166-6149 

RYAN ROBERTSON 
LUEDERS, ROBERTSON & KONZEN 
1939 DELMAR AVENUE 
P.O. BOX 735 
GRANITE CITY IL 62040 

JOSEPH L. LAKSHMANAN 
MANAGING DIRECTOR-REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
DYNEGY MIDWEST GENERATION, INC. 
2828 N MONROE ST 
DECATUR IL 62526 

KENNETH HARTMAN, JR 
201 HOLSTEIN PLACE 
WATERLOO IL 62298 

MARK & BRENDA SEBOLDT 
2604 STRINGTOWN ROAD 
FULTS IL 62244 

MICHAEL E SABO 
11718 LEHR ROAD 
MARISSA IL 62257 

GEORGE OBERNAGEL I11 
4 COUNTRY LAKES LANE 
WATERLOO IL 62298 

DAVID RIPPELMEYER 
5499 KONARCIK ROAD 
WATERLOO IL 62298 

JACKIE E VOILES 
ILLINOIS POWER-AMEREN IP 
607 E ADAMS ST 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62739 

ALBERT STURDEVANT 
JONES DAY 
77 W. WACKER 
CHICAGO IL 60601 

CHRISTOPHER FLYNN 
JONES DAY 
77 W. WACKER, SUITE 3500 
CHICAGO IL 60601-1692 

ERIC ROBERTSON 
LUEDERS, ROBERTSON & KONZEN 
P.O. BOX 735 
GRANITE CITY IL 62040 

BARRY HUDDLESTON, SENIOR DIRECTOR 
GOVERNMENT & REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
DYNEGY, INC. 
1000 LOUISIANA ST., SUITE 5800 
HOUSTON TX 77002 

EDWARD C. FITZHENRY 
AMEREN SERVICES COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 66149,  MC 1310 
ST LOUIS MO 63166-6149 
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THE CHIEF CLERK 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
527 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62701 

JANIS VON QUALEN 
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
527 E CAPITOL AVENUE 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62701 

RON LINKENBACK, CASE MANAGER 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
527 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62701 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, MERRILL W. PRANGE, did this 24th day of May, 2006 serve notice to all 
persons and corporations on this list by sending a copy of the attached 
Statement of Position by depositing same with the Post Office in Waterloo, 
Illinois with proper first class postage affixed to correctly addressed 
envelopes. 


