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RESPONSE TO MOTION FOR EXPEDITED PROCEEDINGS  
 

NOW COMES the Staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Staff”), 

through its undersigned counsel, and pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code Sec. 

200.190, files this Response to the Motion for Expedited Proceedings (“Motion”) 

filed by Prairie State Generating Company (“Prairie State”).  For its Response to 

the Motion for Expedited Proceedings (“Response”), Staff states as follows: 
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1. Illinois Power Company, d/b/a AmerenIP (“AmerenIP”) and Ameren 

Illinois Transmission Company (“Ameren Transco”) (jointly, “Petitioners”) filed a 

petition in this matter on March 3, 2006. 

2. The Petition seeks a Certificate of Public Convenience and 

Necessity pursuant to Section 8-406(b), issuance of a Certificate authorizing 

Ameren Transco to operate as a public utility under Section 8-406(a), an order 

approving the project under Section 8-503 in order to pursue the taking of 

property through eminent domain pursuant to 8-509, and approval of an 

agreement, the Transmission Ownership Agreement, under Sections 7-101 and 

7-102 of the Public Utilities Act (“PUA”).  220 ILCS 5/8-406(b), 8-406(a), 8-503, 

8-509, 7-101, & 7-203.  

3. In its Motion, Prairie State requests expedited proceedings so that 

an order issuing Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity could be issued 

by July 1, 2006.  In support of this request, the Motion asserts that it must 

provide banks with a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to obtain 

the financing required to construct the electric generating facility and that the 

launch of the construction financing is anticipated to be in the fourth quarter of 

2006.1   

 4. The Petitioners have requested a broad range of relief which will 

raise significant issues, including the affiliated interest transactions integral to the 

ownership of the vast majority of the line by an affiliate of AmerenIP and the 

possibility of local opposition of the line route.  These issues must be addressed 

                                            
1 The statements of fact within the Motion are not supported by a verification. 
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in a full and complete record that will enable the Commission to make the 

determinations requested by Petitioners in accordance with the PUA. 

5. Staff anticipates filing testimony to address each request contained 

within the Petition.  In order to do so, Staff will require time to send out a 

minimum of three rounds of data requests.  In order to shorten the time needed 

for discovery, Staff suggests a maximum 15 day turn-around time for data 

requests. 

6. The Transmission Ownership Agreement for which the Petitioners 

seek Sections 7-101 and 7-102 approval has not been filed, nor produced for 

Staff’s review, to date.  Thus, Staff’s analysis in regards to the requests for 

Sections 7-101 and 7-102 approval cannot commence until the agreement is 

filed. 

7. In order assure that Staff and the parties may develop a full and 

complete record and to address the concerns raised by Prairie State, Staff 

proposes that a schedule be set in this proceeding which provides ample time for 

Staff and parties to file direct testimony, but provides for a method by which the 

record in this docket may be marked Heard and Taken as soon as the record is 

fully developed.  

8. To achieve those goals, Staff suggests that subsequent to the filing 

of Staff and Intervener direct testimony a status hearing should be held to 

determine whether there is a need for further testimony in the docket.  This 

procedure should follow each round of testimony until such time as there is no 
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need for further evidence.  At that time, the record may be marked as Heard and 

Taken.   

9. The request for an order by July 1, 2006 is not achievable even 

within the constraints outlined above.  Staff proposes that Staff and Intervenor 

direct testimony should be due on June 23 or 90 days from the date of filing the 

Transmission Ownership Agreement, whichever is later.  If there are no issues 

after Staff and Intervenor testimony is filed, a status could be held on June 30, or 

the week subsequent to the filing of Staff and Intervenor testimony. 

10. The flexibility allowed by a procedural schedule of this nature, will 

assure that the docket can proceed to an order as expeditiously as possible 

without sacrificing the integrity of the record.  

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons Staff respectfully requests that a 

procedural schedule be adopted in this proceeding which will allow sufficient time 

for the development of a full and complete record, but which will have flexibility to 

address the timing concerns raised by Prairie State in its Motion for Expedited 

Proceedings.  

       Respectfully submitted, 

        
       _________________________ 
March 24, 2006     JANIS E. VON QUALEN 
       Staff Counsel 
JANIS E. VON QUALEN 
Office of General Counsel 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, IL  62701 
Phone:  217-785-3402  
jvonqual@icc.illinois.gov 


