
PART B - DEFINITIONS 

Any capitalized terms used in this Agreement that are not detined in this Part B, or 
elsewhere in the Agreement, shall be defined as used in the Act. 

“ASR” (ACCESS SERVICE REQUEST) means the industry standard forms and supporting 
documentation used for ordering Access Services. The ASR may be used to order trunking and 
facilities between CLEC and Gallatin for Local Interconnection. 

“ACCESS SERVICES” refers to interstate and intrastate switched access and private line 
transport services. 

“ACT” means the Communications Act of 1934 as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 
1996, Public Law 104-104 of the 104’h U.S. Congress, effective February 8, 1996. 

“AFFILIATE” is an entity that directly or indirectly owns or controls, is owned or controlled by, 
or is under common ownership or control with, another entity. In this paragraph, “own” or 
“control” means to own an equity interest (or equivalent) of at least 10% with respect to either 
party, or the right to control the business decisions, management and policy of another entity. 

“APPLICABLE LAW” means all laws, regulations and orders applicable to each Party’s 
performance of its obligations hereunder. 

“APPROVAL DATE” is the date on which Commission approval of the Agreement is granted. 

“AMA” means the Automated Message Accounting structure inherent in switch technology that 
initially records telecommunication message information. AMA format is contained in the 
Automated Message Accounting document, published by Telcordia as GR-1 IOO-CORE which 
defines the industry standard for message recording. 

“BASIC 911 SERVICE” means a universal telephone number which gives the public direct 
access to the Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP). Basic 911 service collects 911 calls from 
one or more local exchange switches that serve a geographic area. The calls are then sent to the 
correct authority designated to receive such calls. 

“BUSMESS DAY(S)” means the days of the week excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and for all 
holidays on which the U.S. mail is not delivered. 

“CABS” means the Carrier Access Billing System which is defined in a document prepared under 
the direction of the Billing Committee of the OBF. The Carrier Access Billing System document 
is published by Telcordia in Volumes 1, lA, 2,3, 3A, 4, and 5 as Special Reports SR-OPT- 
001868, SR-OPT-001869, SR-OPT-001871, SR-OPT-001872, SR-OPT-001873, SR-OPT- 
001874, and SR-OPT-001875, respectively, and contains the recommended guidelines for the 
billing of access and other connectivity services. 

“CENTRAL OFFICE SWITCH” or “CENTRAL OFFICE” means a switching entity within the 
public switched network, including but not limited to end office switches and tandem office 
switches, Central office switches may be employed as combination End Office/Tandem Office 
Switches (Combination Class5Klass 4). 

“COLLOCATION” means the right of CLEC to place equipment in the Gallatin’s central offices 
or other Gallatin locations. With physical collocation, CLEC obtains dedicated space to place 
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and maintain its equipment. With virtual collocation, Gallatin will install and maintain equipment 
that the CLEC provides to Gallatin. 

“COMMISSION” means the Illinois Commerce Commission. 

“CCS” (COMMON CHANNEL SIGNALING) means a method of digitally transmitting call set- 
up and network control data over a digital signaling network fully separate from the public 
switched telephone network that carries the actual call. 

“CONFIDENTIAL AND/OR PROPRIETARY INFORMATION” has the meaning set forth in 
Section 12 of Part A - General Terms. 

“CONTROL OFFICE” is an exchange carrier center or office designated as its company’s single 
point of contact for the provisioning and maintenance of its portion of local interconnection 
arrangements. 

“CUSTOMER PROPRIETARY NETWORK INFORMATION” (“CPNI”) means (A) 
information that relates to the quantity, technical configuration, type, destination and amount of 
use of a Telecommunications Service subscribed to by any customer of a Telecommunications 
Carrier, and that is made available to the carrier by the customer solely by virtue of the carrier 
customer relationship; and (B) information contained in the bills pertaining to telephone exchange 
service or telephone toll service received by a customer of a carrier. 

“E911” (ENHANCED 911 SERVICE) means a telephone communication service which will 
automatically route a call dialed “911” to a designated public safety answering point (PSAP) 
attendant and will provide to the attendant the calling party’s telephone number and, when 
possible, the address from which the call is being placed and the emergency response agencies 
responsible for the location from which the call was dialed. 

“EMR” means the Exchange Message Record System for exchanging telecommunications 
message information for billable, non-billable, sample, settlement and study data. EMR format is 
contained in BR-010-200-010 CRIS Exchange Message Record, published by Telcordia and 
which defines the industry standard for exchange message records. 

“HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE ” means any substance the presence, use, transport, abandonment 
or disposal of which (i) requires investigation, remediation, compensation, fine or penalty under 
any applicable Law (including, without limitation, the Comprehensive Environmental Response 
Compensation and Liability Act, Superfund Amendment and Reauthorization Act, Resource 
Conservation Recovery Act, the Occupational Safety and Health Act and provisions with similar 
purposes in applicable foreign, state and local jurisdictions) or (ii) poses risks to human health, 
safety or the environment (including, without limitation, indoor, outdoor or orbital space 
environments) and is regulated under any Applicable Law. 

“ILEC” means the incumbent local exchange carrier. 

“IXC” (INTERBXCHANGE CARRIER) means a provider of interexchange telecommunications 
services. 
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“wp” (INTERIM NUMBER PORTABILITY) is a service arrangement whereby subscribers who 
change local service providers may retain existing telephone numbers without impairment of 
quality, reliability, or convenience when remaining at their current location or changing their 
location within the geographic area served by the initial carrier’s serving central office. 
(Notwithstanding the foregoing, the parties acknowledge that the provision of INP through 
Remote Call Forwarding results in a lesser grade of service). 

“IP” (INTERCONNECTION POINT) is a mutually agreed upon point of demarcation where the 
networks of Gallatin and CLEC interconnect for the exchange of traffic. 

“LOCAL TRAFFIC” means traffic (excluding Commercial Mobile Radio Services traffic, e.g., 
paging, cellular, PCS) that is originated and terminated within a given local calling area, or 
mandatory expanded area service (EAS) area, as defined by State commissions or, if not defined 
by state commissions, then as defined in existing Gallatin tariffs. 

“NETWORK ELEMENT” means a facility or equipment used in the provision of a 
Telecommunications Service. Such term also includes features, functions, and capabilities that 
are provided by means of such facility or equipment, including subscriber numbers, databases, 
signaling systems, and information sufficient for billing and collection or used in the 
transmission, routing, or other provision of a Telecommunications Service. 

“NP” (NUMBER PORTABILITY) means the ability of users of Telecommunications Services to 
retain, at the same location, existing telecommunications numbers without impairment of quality, 
reliability, or convenience when switching from one telecommunications carrier to another. 

“NPA” (NUMBERING PLAN AREA) ( sometimes referred to as an area code) is the three digit 
indicator which is designated by the first three digits of each lo-digit telephone number within 
the NANP. Each NPA contains 800 possible NXX Codes, There are two general categories of 
NPA, “Geographic NPAs” and “Non-Geographic NPAs”. A “Geographic NPA” is associated 
with a defined geographic area, and all telephone numbers bearing such NPA are associated with 
services provided within that Geographic area. A “Non-Geographic NPA”, also known as a 
“Service Access Code (SAC Code)” is typically associated with a specialized 
telecommunications service which may be provided across multiple geographic NPA areas; 500, 
800,900,700, and 888 are examples of Non-Geographic NPAs. 

“NXX”, “NXX CODE”, OR “CENTRAL OFFICE CODE”, OR “CO CODE” is the three digit 
switch entity indicator which is defined by the fourth, fifth, and sixth digits of a 10 digit 
telephone number within the North America Numbering Plan (“NANP”). 

“OBF” means the Ordering and Billing Forum, which functions under the auspices of the Carrier 
Liaison committee (CLC) of the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (ATIS). 

“PARITY” means the provision by Gallatin of services, Network Elements, functionality or 
telephone numbering resources under this Agreement to CLEC on terms and conditions, 
including provisioning and repair intervals, no less favorable that those offered to Gallatin, its 
Affiliates or any other entity that obtains such services, Network Elements, functionality or 
telephone numbering resources. Gallatin shall provide such services, Network Elements, 
functionality or telephone numbering resources on a non-discriminatory basis to CLEC as it 
provides to its Affiliates or any other entity that obtains such services, Network Elements, 
functionality or telephone numbering resources. 
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PART C - ATTACHMENT I 

PRICE SCHEDULE 

Section 1. General Principles 

1.1 Subject to fhe provisions of Sections 2 and 12 of Part A of this Agreement, all 
rates provided under this Agreement shall remain in effect for the term of this 
Agreement. 

Section 2. Interconnection and Reciprocal Compensation 

2.1 The rates to be charged for the exchange of Local Traffic are set forth in Table 1 
of this Attachment and shall be applied consistent with the provisions of Attachment III 
of this Agreement. 

2.2 Compensation for the termination of toll traffic and the origination of 800 traffic 
between the interconnecting parties shall be based on the applicable access charges in 
accordance with FCC and Commission Rules and Regulations and consistent with the 
provisions of Attachment III of this Agreement. 

2.3 Where a toll call is completed through one Party’s (the “forwarding Party”) INP 
arrangement (i.e. remote call forwarding) to the other Party’s (the “terminating Party”) 
subscriber, the terminating shall be entitled to applicable access charges in accordance 
with the FCC and Commission Rules and Regulations 

2.3.1 The Parties will jointly determine the amount of traffic that will be 
considered INP’ed traffic for compensation purposes. The terminating party 
shall charge the forwarding party for each minute of INT’ traffic at the INP 
blended rate specified in section 2.3.2, in lieu of any other compensation charges 
for terminating such traffic. The traffic that is not identified as INP’ed will be 
compensated as local interconnection as set forth in section 2.1. 

2.3.2 For compensation of the IN’ traffic, the Parties shall jointly develop a 
process which will allow compensation for INP’ed traffic to be based on the 
initial origination point and final terminated point of the INP’ed call. The full 
reciprocal compensation rate, as listed in the Pricing Schedule, shall apply for 
local traffic, and full switched access charges, as listed in applicable tariffs, shall 
apply for intraLATA and interLATA. All three sets of rates will be weighted 
together based on the agreed minutes of use patterns to establish a single set of 
blended rates for all INF’ed traffic. 
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“PARTIES” means, jointly, Essex Telcom, Inc. and Gallatin River Communications, L.L.C., and 
no other entity, affiliate, subsidiary or assign. 

“P.01 TRANSMISSION GRADE OF SERVICE (GOS)” means a trunk facility provisioning 
standard with the statistical probability of no more than one call in 100 blocked on initial attempt 
during the average busy hour. 

“PROPRIETARY INFORMATION” shall have the same meaning as Confidential Information, 

“PSAP” (PUBLIC SAFETY ANSWERING POINT (PSAP)) is the public safety communications 
center where 911 calls placed by the public for a specific geographic area will be answered. 

“RECIPIENT” means that party to this Agreement (a) to which Confidential Information has 
been disclosed by the other party or (b) who has obtained Confidential Information in the course 
of providing services under this Agreement. 

“SECAB” means the Small Exchange Carrier Access Billing document prepared by the billing 
Committee of the OBF. The Small Exchange Carrier Access Billing document, published by 
Telcordia as Special Report SR-OPT-001856, contains the recommended guidelines for the 
billing of access and other connectivity services. 

“SELECTIVE ROUTING” is a service which automatically routes an E911 call to the PSAP that 
has jurisdictional responsibility for the service address of the telephone that dialed 911, 
irrespective of telephone company exchange or wire center boundaries. 

“SWITCH” means a Central Office Switch as defined in this Part B. 

“SYNCHRONOUS OPTICAL NETWORK” or “SONET” is an optical interface standard that 
allows interworking of transmission products from multiple vendors (i.e. mid-span meets), The 
base rate is 5 1.84 MHps (OC-IISTS-1) and higher rates are direct multiples of the base rate up to 
1.22 GHps. 

“TANDEM OFFICE SWITCHES” which are Class 4 switches which are used to connect and 
switch trunk circuits between and among end office switches and other tandems, 

“TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE” refers solely to technical or operational concerns, rather than 
economic, space, or site considerations. 

“TELECOMMUNICATIONS” means the transmission, between or among points specified by 
the user, of information of the user’s choosing, without change in the form or content of the 
information as sent and received. 

“WIRE CENTER” denotes a building or space within a building which serves as an aggregation 
point on a given carrier’s network, where transmission facilities and circuits are connected or 
switched. Wire center can also denote a building in which one or more central offices, used for 
the provision of Basic Exchange Services and access services, are located. However, for 
purposes of EIC service, Wire Center shall mean those points eligible for such connections as 
specified in FCC Docket No. 91-141, and rules adopted pursuant thereto. 
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2.4 CLEC shall pay a transit rate, comprised of the transport and tandem rate 
elements, as set forth in Table 1 of this Attachment when CLEC uses a Gallatin access 
tandem to terminate a local call to a third party LEC or another CLEC. 

Section 3. Unbundled Network Elements 

The charges that CLEC shall pay to Gallatin for Unbundled Network Elements are 
set forth in Table 1 of this Attachment I. 

The charges set forth in Table 1 of this attachment are interim for the first six 
months of this agreement or until Gallatin has completed studies to develop rates 
based on Gallatin specific costs, 
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GallatinlEssex Interconnection Agreement Attachment 1 

Table 1 
Price List 

RATE ELEMENT RECURRING RATE NRC 

SERVICE CHARGES 

Service Order NRC 25.15 
Service Order Listing Only 20.82 
Central Office Interconnection Charge 11.81 
Trip Charge 12.67 
Outside Plant Interconnection (2-W) 31.03 
Outside Plant Interconnection (4-W) 43.65 
NID Installation Charge 21.83 
NID Connection Charge 10.91 
Testing 1.63 
Loop Rework Charge (2-W) ’ 13.05 
Loop Rework Charge (4-W) 21.31 
Trouble Isolation and Testing 76.53 

1 Line 1.09 
2 Line 1.58 

2-wire Band 1 (See Exhibit 1) 
2-wire Band 2 (See Exhibit 1) 
2-wire Band 3 (See Exhibit 1) 

4-wire Band 1 (See Exhibit 1) 
4-wire Band 2 (See Exhibit 1) 
4-wire Band 3 (See Exhibit 1) 

Line Conditioning (Clear Channel Conditioning) 2-Wire 
Line Conditioning (Clear Channel Conditioning) 4-Wire 

24.21 
38.05 
64.72 

42.46 
66.59 
113.26 

176.00 
274.00 

LOCAL SWITCHING PORT 

Basic Port Band 1 
Basic Port Band 2 

ISDN-BRI 
ISDN-PRI 

(See Exhibit 2) 
(See Exhibit 2) 

7.04 
13.13 

ICB 
ICB 
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GallatiniEssex Interconnection Agreement Attachment 1 

Table 1 
Price List 

RATE ELEMENT RECURRING RATE NRC 

LOCAL SWITCHING PORT (cont’d) 

CENTREX ICB 
PBX ICB 
DSl ICB 

INTERIM NUMBER PORTABILITY 

RCF Residential 
RCF Business 
Call Path Residential 
Call Path Business 

1.11 1.46 
2.91 1.46 

.08 .41 

.39 .47 

TANDEM SWITCHING 

Tandem Switching - per minute of use 

D\TTEROFFICE TRANSPORT 

.002147 

Dedicated DSl Single Ring 597.33 213.53 

Common DSl MOU Single Ring - per minute of use 0.002765 217.60 

RECIPROCAL COMPENSATION 

End Office Switching - per minute of use 

INTERCONNECTION 

0.005775 

Cross Connection 
DSO Elec. X-Corm. 
DSl Elec. X-Corm. 
DS3 Elec. X-Corm. 

1.19 
3.79 
33.30 

COLLOCATION 

Application Fee/ Per Premise 
Floor Space (Per Square Ft) 
Conduit Space Per Foot (Per Linear Ft) 
Conduit Space-Vault (Per Linear Ft) 
Riser Space (Per Linear Ft) 
Switchboard Cable 100 PdlOO Conn 
Block 

3.34815 
4.25 
0.37 
1.09 
3.70 

44.93 
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GallatiniEssex Interconnection Agreement 

Table 1 
Price List 

RATE ELEMENT RECURRING RATE 

COLLOCATION (cont’d) 

DSXl Jack Panel Pair 
DC Power 
Other Cable, Racking, Cross Connects, Etc. 

911 SERVICES 

Tandem Port 
Per DSO Equivalent 
ANI/ALI Data Base Update-Per 100 Lines 

120.65 
Essex to Provide 
ICB 

25.45 N/A 
22.75 N/A 

Attachment 1 

NRC 
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GallatiniEssex Interconnection Agreement 

Table 1 
Price List 
Exhibit 1 

Attachment 1 

Local Loop Rates 

Exchange CLLI Band 
2 Wire Voice 
Grade Rate 

4 Wire Voice 
Grade Rate 

Dixon 
Galesburg 
Pekin 

DIXNILXAH 
GLBGILXDH 
PEKNILXDH 

Band 1 24.27 42.46 
Band 1 24.27 42.46 
Band 1 24.27 42.46 

Havana 
Knoxville 
Lacon 
North Pekin 
Savanna 
Staunton 

HAVNILXDR 
KNVLILXDR 
LACNILXDS 
NPKNILXNS 
SVNNILXAR 
S’MNILXEH 

Band 2 38.05 66.59 
Band 2 38.05 66.59 
Band 2 38.05 66.59 
Band 2 38.05 66.59 
Band 2 38.05 66.59 
Band 2 38.05 66.59 

Avon AVONILXDR Band 3 64.72 113.26 
Cameron CMRNILXDR Band 3 64.72 113.26 
Forest City FRCYILXDR Band 3 64.12 113.26 
Galesburg XNRGLBGILXNR Band 3 64.72 113.26 
Grand Detour GRDTILXAR Band 3 64.72 113.26 
Green Valley GNVYILXDR Band 3 64.72 113.26 
Harmon HARMILXAR Band 3 64.72 113.26 
Livingston LVNMILXER Band 3 64.72 113.26 
Manito MANTILXDR Band 3 64.72 113.26 
Mt. Carroll MTCAILXAR Band 3 64.72 113.26 
Nelson NLSNILXAR Band 3 64.72 113.26 
South Pekin SPKNILXSS Band 3 64.12 113.26 
Talbott TLBTILXDR Band 3 64.12 113.26 
Thomson THSNILXAS Band 3 64.72 113.26 
Topeka TPKAILXDR Band 3 64.72 113.26 
Wataga WATGILXDR Band 3 64.72 113.26 
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Gallatin/Essex Interconnection Agreement 

Table 1 
Price List 
Exhibit 2 

Local Port Rates 

g Exchan es 

Dixon 
Galesburg 
Pekin 

Avon 
Cameron 
Forest City 
Grand Detour 
Green Valley 
Harmon 
Havana 
Knoxville 
Lacon 
Livingston 
Manito 
Mt. Carroll 
Nelson 
North Pekin 
Savanna 
South Pekin 
Staunton 
Talbott 
Thomson 
Topeka 
Wataga 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

7.04 
7.04 
7.04 

13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
13.13 
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PART C - ATTACHMENT II 

NETWORK ELEMENTS 

Section 1. General 

Pursuant to the following terms, Gallatin will unbundle and separately price and 
offer Unbundled Network Elements such that CLEC will be able to subscribe to and 
interconnect to whichever of these unbundled elements CLEC requires for the 
purpose of providing local telephone service to its end-users. Gallatin will provide 
all Unbundled Network Elements at defined points of demarcation and with 
industry-standard interfaces so that CLEC may combine such Elements with each 
other and with CLEC’s own facilities. 

Section 2. Unbundled Network Elements 

2.1 Availability of Elements 

Gallatin shall offer Network Elements to CLEC for the purpose of offering 
Telecommunication Services to CLEC subscribers. Gallatin shall offer Network 
Elements to CLEC on an unbundled basis on rates, terms and conditions that are 
just, reasonable, and non-discriminatory in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of this Agreement. The initial set of Network Elements include: 

1) Local Loop 
2) Switching Capability 

* Local Switching 
* Tandem Switching 

3) Interoffice Transmission Facilities 
* Common 
* Dedicated 

4) Network Interface Device (NID) 
5) Operational Support Systems 

CLEC may use one or more Network Elements to provide any feature, function, 
capability, or service option that such Network Element(s) is technically capable of 
providing. 

2.2 Standards for Network Elements 

2.2.1 Each Network Element provided by Gallatin to CLEC shall be at 
parity with the quality of design, performance, features, functions, 
capabilities and other characteristics, including but not limited to levels and 
type of redundant equipment and facilities for power, diversity and security, 
that Gallatin provides to itself, Gallatin’s own subscribers, to a Gallatin 
Affiliate or to any other entity. 
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Section 3. Local Loop 

3.1 Definition 

3.1.1 A “Loop” is a transmission path between the main distribution 
frame [cross-connect], or its equivalent, in a Gallatin Central Office or wire 
center, and up to the Network Interface Device at a customer’s premises, to 
which CLEC is granted exclusive use. This includes, but is not limited to, 
two-wire and four-wire copper analog voice-grade loops, two-wire and four- 
wire loops that are conditioned to transmit the digital signals needed to 
provide services such as ISDN and DSl-level signals. This also includes 
transmission facilities capable of carrying DS-3,OC-n and STS-n services 
(e.g., n=1,3,12.. .). 

Section 4. Switching Capability - Local Switching 

4.1 Definition: 

4.1.1 Local Switching is the Network Element that provides the 
functionality required to connect the appropriate lines or trunks wired to the 
Main Distributing Frame (MDF) or Digital Cross Connect (DSX) panel to a 
desired line or trunk. Such functionality shall include all of the features, 
functions, and capabilities that the underlying Gallatin switch providing 
such Local Switching function provides for Gallatin’s own services. 
Functionality may include, but is not limited to: line signaling and signaling 
software, digit reception, dialed number translations, call screening, routing, 
recording, call supervision, dial tone, switching, telephone number 
provisioning, announcements, calling features and capabilities (including 
call processing), Automatic Call Distributor (ACD), CLEC pre-subscription 
(e.g., long distance Carrier, intraLATA toll), Carrier Identification Code 
(CIC) portability capabilities, testing and other operational features inherent 
to the switch and switch software. 

4.2 Technical Requirements 

4.2.1 Gallatin shall provide its standard recorded announcements (as 
designated by CLEC) and call progress tones to alert callers of call progress 
and disposition. 

4.2.2 Gallatin shall control congestion points such as mass calling 
events, and network routing abnormalities, using capabilities such as 
Automatic Call Gapping, Automatic Congestion Control, and Network 
Routing Overflow. Application of such control shall be competitively 
neutral and not favor any user of unbundled switching or Gallatin. 

4.2.3 Gallatin shall offer all Local Switching features that are 
technically feasible and provide feature offerings at parity with those 
provided by Gallatin to itself or any other party. 
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4.3 Interface Requirements: 

4.3.1 Gallatin shall provide the following interfaces to loops: 

4.3.1.1 Standard Tip/Ring interface including loopstart or 
groundstart, on-hook signaling (e.g., for calling number, calling 
name and message waiting lamp); 

4.3.1.2 Basic and Primary Rate Interface ISDN adhering to 
ANSI standards 4.931,Q.932 and appropriate Telcordia 
Technical Requirements; 

4.3.1.3 Two-wire analog interface to PBX to include reverse 
battery, E&M, wink start and DID; 

4.3.1.4 Four-wire analog interface to PBX to include reverse 
battery, E&M, wink start and DID; 

4.3.1.5 Four-wire DSl interface to PBX or subscriber provided 
equipment (e.g., computers and voice response systems); 

4.4 Gallatin shall provide access to the following interfaces: 

4.4.1 SS7 Signaling Network, or Multi-Frequency trunking as 
requested by CLEC. 

Section 5. Switching Capacity - Tandem Switching 

5.1 Definition: 

Tandem Switching is the function that establishes a communications path 
between two switching offices (connecting trunks to trunks) through a third 
switching office (the tandem switch) including but not limited to CLEC, 
Gallatin, independent telephone companies, IXCs and wireless Carriers. 

5.2 Technical Requirements 

5.2.1 The requirements for Tandem Switching include, but are not 
limited to, the following: 

5.2.1.1 Interconnection to Gallatin tandem(s) will provide 
CLEC local interconnection for local and toll access service 
purposes to the Gallatin end offices and NXXs which 
interconnect with that tandem(s) either directly or through other 
Gallatin facilities for local and toll service purposes, and to other 
companies which are likewise connected to that tandem(s). 

5.2.1.2 Interconnection to a Gallatin tandem for transit purposes 
will provide CLEC interexchange access to Gallatin, 
Interexchange Carriers (‘WCs”), ILECs, and CMRS providers 
which are connected to that tandem. 
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5.2.1.3 Where a Gallatin Tandem Switch also provides End- 
Office Switch functions, interconnection to a Gallatin tandem 
serving that exchange will also provide CLEC access to 
Gallatin’s end oftices and access to the NXXs served by that 
individual end-office. 

5.2.2 Tandem Switching shall preserve CLASS/LASS features and 
Caller ID as traffic is processed. 

5.2.3 To the extent technically feasible, Tandem Switching shall 
record billable events and send them to the location designed by CLEC. 

5.2.4 Tandem Switching shall control congestion using capabilities 
such as Automatic Congestion Control and Network Routing Overflow. 
Congestion control provided or imposed on CLEC traffic shall be at parity 
with controls being provided or imposed on Gallatin traffic (e.g. Gallatin 
shall not block CLEC traffic and leave its traffic unaffected or less affected). 

5.2.5 The Local Switching and Tandem Switching functions may be 
combined in an office. If this is done, both Local Switching and Tandem 
switching shall provide all of the functionality required of each of those 
Network Elements in this Agreement. 

5.3 Interface Requirements 

5.3.1 Tandem Switching shall interconnect, with direct trunks, to all 
carriers with which Gallatin interconnects. 

5.3.2 Gallatin shall provide all signaling necessary to provide Tandem 
Switching with no loss of feature functionality. 

Section 6. Interoffice Transmission Facilities 

6.1 Common Transport 

6.1.1 Definition: Common Transport provides a local interoffice 
transmission path between the Gallatin tandem switch and a Gallatin or 
CLEC end office switch. Common transport is shared between multiple 
customers and is required to be switched at the tandem. 

6.1.2 Gallatin shall offer Common Transport at DSO, DSl, DS3, or 
higher transmission bit rate circuits where technically feasible in 
appropriately equipped central offices. 

6.1.3 Gallatin shall be responsible for the engineering, provisioning, 
and maintenance of the underlying equipment and facilities that are used to 
provide Common Transport. 
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6.2 Dedicated Transport 

6.2.1 Definition: 

Dedicated Transport provides a local interoffice transmission 
path between Gallatin and/or CLEC central offices. Dedicated 
transport is limited to the use of a single customer and does not 
require switching at a tandem. 

6.2.2 Technical Requirements 

Where technologically feasible and available, Gallatin shall offer 
Dedicated Transport consistent with the underlying technology 
as follows: 

6.2.2.1 When Gallatin provides Dedicated Transport as a circuit 
or a system, the entire designated transmission circuit or system 
(e.g., DSl) shall be dedicated to CLEC designated traffic. 

6.2.2.2 Where Gallatin has technology available, Gallatin shall 
offer Dedicated Transport using currently available technologies 
including, but not limited to, DSl and DS3 transport systems, 
SONET (or SDH) Bi-directional Line Switched Rings, SONET 
(or SDH) Unidirectional Path Switched Rings, and SONET (or 
SDH) point-to-point transport systems (including linear add-drop 
systems), at all available transmission bit rates. 

Section 7. Network Interface Device 

7.1 Definition: 

The Network Interface Device (NID) is a single-line termination device or 
that portion of a multiple-line termination device required to terminate a 
single line or circuit. The function of the NID is to establish the network 
demarcation point between a carrier and its subscriber. The NID features 
two independent chambers or divisions which separate the service 
provider’s network from the subscriber’s inside wiring. Each chamber or 
division contains the appropriate connection points or posts to which the 
service provider, and the subscriber each make their connections. The NID 
or protector provides a protective ground connection, provides protection 
against lightning and other high voltage surges and is capable of terminating 
cables such as twisted pair cable. 

7.1.1 CLEC may connect its NID to Gallatin’s NID; or may connect 
its loop directly to Gallatin’s NID where sufficient unused terminals exist. 

7.1.2 Under no circumstances may CLEC disconnect, move, or 
otherwise alter the connection of Gallatin loops to Gallatin’s NID. 

7.1.3 With respect to multiple-line termination devices, CLEC shall 
specify the quantity of NIDs it requires within such device. 

32 



1.2 Technical Requirements 

7.2.1 The Gallatin NID shall provide a clean, accessible point of 
connection for the inside wiring and for the Distribution Media and/or cross 
connect to CLEC’s NID and shall maintain a connection to ground that 
meets the requirements set forth below. Each party shall ground its NID 
independently of the other party’s NID. 

7.2.2 The NID shall be the interface to subscribers’ premises wiring 
for all loop technologies. 

Section 8 Operational Support Systems 

8.1 The parties shall work cooperatively in the implementation of electronic 
interface to Gallatin operations support system functions in the long term, 
where available, in accordance with industry standards. 

8.2 Electronic interface means access to operations support systems consisting 
of preordering, ordering, provisioning, maintenance and repair functions. 

8.3 CLEC shall be responsible for modifying and connecting its systems to meet 
industry standards. 

8.4 All costs and expenses for any new or modified interfaces implemented 
exclusively to meet CLEC requirements that Gallatin determines are 
different from industry standards will be paid by CLEC, if Gallatin agrees to 
implement such new or modified interfaces. 
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PART C - ATTACHMENT III 

INTERCONNECTION 

Section 1. Local Interconnection Trunk Arrangement 

1.1 The Parties shall initially reciprocally terminate Local Traffic and 
IntraLATAQnterLATA toll calls originating on each other’s networks as follows: 

1.1.1 The Parties shall make available to each other two-way trunks 
for the reciprocal exchange of combined Local Traffic, and non-equal access 
IntraLATA toll traffic. 

1.1.2 Separate two-way trunks will be made available for the exchange 
of equal-access InterLATA or IntraLATA interexchange traffic that transits 
Gallatin’s network. Upon agreement between CLEC and Gallatin, equal 
access InterLATA and/or IntraLATA traffic may be combined on the same 
trunk group as Local Traffic, non-equal access IntraLATA toll traffic, and 
local transit traffic. 

1.1.3 Separate trunks will be utilized for connecting CLEC’s switch to 
each 91 l/E91 1 Router. 

1.2 Interconnection Point 

1.2.1 “Interconnection Point” or “IP” means the physical point that 
establishes the technical interface, the test point, and the operational 
responsibility hand-off between CLEC and Gallatin for the local 
interconnection of their networks. 

1.2.2 CLEC will be responsible for engineering and maintaining its 
network on its side of the IP. Gallatin will be responsible for engineering 
and maintaining its network on its side of the IP. If and when the parties 
choose to interconnect at a mid-span meet, CLEC and Gallatin will jointly 
provision the facilities that connect the two networks. Gallatin will be 
required to provide fifty (50) percent of the facilities or to its exchange 
boundary, whichever is less. CLEC will be required to provide fifty (50) 
percent of the facilities or to Gallatin’s exchange boundary, whichever is 
greater. 
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Section 2. Signaling 

2.1 Signaling protocol. The parties will interconnect their networks using SS7 
signaling where technically feasible and available as defined in TR 905 Telcordia 
Standards including ISDN user part (“ISUP”) for trunk signaling and transaction 
capabilities application part (“TCAP”) for CCS-based features in the interconnection 
of their networks. The Parties shall use reasonable efforts to adhere to Network 
Operations Forum (NOF) standards. 

2.2 Standard interconnection facilities shall be extended superframe (ESF) with 
BXZS line code. Where ESFIB8ZS is not available, CLEC will agree to using other 
interconnection protocols on an interim basis until the standard ESFiB8ZS is 
available. Gallatin will provide anticipated dates of availability for those areas not 
currently ESFIBSZS compatible. 

2.2.1 Where CLEC is unwilling to utilize an alternate interconnection 
protocol, CLEC will provide Gallatin an initial forecast of 64 Kbps clear 
channel capability (“64K CCC”) trunk quantities within 30 days of the 
Approval Date consistent with the forecasting agreements between the 
parties. Upon receipt of this forecast, the parties will begin joint planning 
for the engineering, procurement, and installation of the segregated 64K 
CCC Local Interconnection Trunk Groups, and the associated B8ZS 
extended super frame (“ESF”) facilities, for the sole purpose of transmitting 
64K CCC data calls between CLEC and Gallatin. Where additional 
equipment is required, such equipment would be obtained, engineered, and 
installed on the same basis and with the same intervals as any similar growth 
job for IXC, CLEC, or Gallatin internal customer demand for 64K CCC 
trunks. Where technically feasible, these trunks will be established as two- 
way. 

Section 3. Network Servicing 

3.1 Trunk Forecasting: 

3.1.1 The Parties shall work towards the development ofjoint 
forecasting responsibilities for traffic utilization over trunk groups. Orders 
for trunks that exceed forecasted quantities for forecasted locations will be 
accommodated as facilities and or equipment are available. The Parties 
shall make as reasonable efforts and cooperate in good faith to develop 
alternative solutions to accommodate orders when facilities are not 
available. Intercompany forecast information must be provided by the 
Parties to each other once a year. The annual forecasts shall include: 

3.1.1.1 Yearly forecasted tnmk quantities (which include 
baseline data that reflect actual tandem and end office Local 
Interconnection and meet point trunks and tandem-subtending 
Local Interconnection end office equivalent trunk requirements 
for no more than two years (current plus one year); 

3.1.1.2 The use of Common Language Location Identifier 
(CLLI-MSG), which are described in Telcordia documents BR 
795-100-100 andBR 795-400-100; 
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3.1.1.3 Description of major network projects that affect the 
other Party will be provided in the semi-annual forecasts. Major 
network projects include but are not limited to trunking or 
network rearrangements, shifts in anticipated traffic patterns, or 
other activities by either party that are reflected by a significant 
increase or decrease in tnmking demand for the following 
forecasting period. 

3.1.2 Parties shall meet to review and reconcile their forecasts if 
forecasts vary significantly. 

3.1.3 Each Party shall provide a specified point of contact for planning 
forecasting and trunk servicing purposes. 

3.1.4 Trunking can be established to tandems or end offices or a 
combination of both via two-way trunks. Trunking will be at the DS-0 1 
level, DS-1 level, DS-3/OC-3 level, or higher, as agreed upon by CLEC and 
Gallatin. Initial trunking will be established between the CLEC switching 
centers and Gallatin’s access tandem(s). The Parties may utilize direct end 
office trunking depending upon tandem exhaust, traffic volumes, or by 
mutual agreement. 

3.2 Grade of Service 

3.2.1 A blocking standard of one percent (.Ol) during the average busy 
hour, as defined by each Party’s standards, for final trunk groups between a 
CLEC end office and a Gallatin access tandem carrying meet point traffic 
shall be maintained. All other final trunk groups are to be engineered with a 
blocking standard of one percent (.Ol). Direct end office trunk groups are to 
be engineered with a blocking standard of one percent (.Ol). 

3.3 Trunk Servicing 

3.3.1 Orders between the Parties to establish, add, change or 
disconnect trunks shall be processed by use of an ASR, or another industry 
standard eventually adopted to replace the ASR for local service ordering. 
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Section 4. Network Management 

4.1 Protective Protocols 

4.1.1 Either Party may use protective network traffic management 
controls such as 7-digit and lo-digit code gaps on traffic toward each other’s 
network, when required to protect the public switched network from 
congestion due to facility failures, switch congestion or failure or focused 
overload. CLEC and Gallatin will immediately notify each other of any 
protective control planned or executed. 

4.2 Expansive Protocols 

4.2.1 Where the capability exists, originating or terminating traffic 
reroutes may be implemented by either party to temporarily relieve network 
congestion due to facility failures or abnormal calling patterns. Reroutes 
will not be used to circumvent normal trunk servicing. Expansive controls 
will only be used when mutually agreed to by the parties. 

4.3 Mass Calling 

4.3.1 CLEC and Gallatin shall cooperate and share pre-planning 
information, where available, regarding cross-network call-ins expected to 
generate large or focused temporary increases in call volumes, to prevent or 
mitigate the impact of these events on the public switched network. 

Section 5. Responsibilities Of The Parties 

5.1 Gallatin and CLEC agree to heat each other fairly , non-discriminatorily, 
and equally for all items included in this Agreement, or related to the support of 
items included in this Agreement. 

5.2 CLEC and Gallatin will review engineering requirements on a semi-annual 
basis and establish forecasts for trunk and facilities utilization provided under this 
Agreement. Gallatin and CLEC will work together to begin providing these 
forecasts within 30 days from the Approval Date. New Trunk groups will be 
implemented as dictated by engineering requirements for either Gallatin or CLEC. 

5.3 CLEC and Gallatin shall share responsibility for all Control Office functions 
for Local Interconnection Trunks and Trunk Groups, and both parties shall share the 
overall coordination, installation, and maintenance responsibilities for these trunks 
and trunk groups. 

5.4 CLEC is responsible for all Control Office functions for the meet point 
tnmking arrangement trunks and trunk groups, and shall be responsible for the 
overall coordination, installation, and maintenance responsibilities for these trunks 
and trunk groups. 
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5.5 CLEC and Gallatin shall: 

5.5.1 Provide trained persomel with adequate and compatible test 
equipment to work with each other’s technicians. 

5.5.2 Notify each other when there is any change affecting the service 
requested, including the due date. 

5.5.3 Coordinate and schedule testing activities of their own 
personnel, and others as applicable, to ensure its interconnection 
trunks/trunk groups are installed per the interconnection order, meet agreed- 
upon acceptance test requirements, and are placed in service by the due date. 

5.5.4 Perform sectionalization to determine if a trouble is located in its 
facility or its portion of the interconnection trunks prior to referring the 
trouble to each other. 

5.5.5 Advise each other’s Control Office if there is an equipment 
failure which may affect the interconnection trunks. 

5.56 Provide each other with a trouble reporting/repair contact 
number that is readily accessible and available 24 hours/7 days a week. Any 
changes to this contact arrangements must be immediately provided to the 
other party. 

5.5.7 Provide to each other test-line numbers and access to test lines. 

5.5.8 Cooperatively plan and implement coordinated repair procedures 
for the meet point and Local Interconnection trunks and facilities to ensure 
trouble reports are resolved in a timely and appropriate manner. 
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