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Jeff Starcher 
Partner - Mpower 
 
Jeff has over 13 years of experience in the Independent Power business and a 
proven record of success in plant operations, sales and marketing, project 
development, project finance, and administration Most recently, he represented 
Dynegy’s commercial interests in the development of the ERCOT Protocols, built 
the infrastructure necessary to qualify Dynegy as a level 4 QSE and conceptualized 
and developed Dynegy’s third-party asset optimization business.  
 
Jeff was Dynegy’s business manager for four cogeneration plants in California and 
one in Nevada. This experience was perhaps the equivalent to an engineering 
degree from the school of hard knocks, and provided invaluable experience and 
insight into physical plant operations.  
 
Earlier in his career, he developed and financed Destec’s first merchant power plant 
(London, England) and served as co-developer of Destec’s largest IPP (the 
Netherlands). 
 
Jeff holds a BBA Finance and BBA Accounting from Texas A&M University and 
is a CPA. 

 
 

Mike Smith 
Partner - Mpower 
 
Mike has over 11 years of experience in the unregulated Natural Gas and Power 
industry with strong and quantifiable success in power and gas origination, natural 
gas trading, asset management, and transportation and exchange.  Most recently, he 
was Dynegy’s commercial representative for originating and negotiating sales, 
purchases, and management agreements for long-term transactions in the Gulf 
Coast region.  Mike was instrumental in the development and structure of Dynegy’s 
third party cogeneration asset management business model and signed the first and 
largest agreement of its kind in ERCOT. 
 
Before Dynegy, Mike was a founding employee of a start up business performing 
natural gas marketing, trading and optimization for American Central Gas 
Companies. Mike was responsible for the trading and arbitrage of physical natural 
gas from American Central’s gathering and processing systems as well as the 
marketing of supply to third party and end use customers.  During his time working 
at American Central, the volumes controlled and traded moved from zero to more 
than 300,000 MMBtu per day. 
 



 
Earlier in his career, he worked for El Paso Energy Marketing developing physical 
supply and hedging programs or El Paso’s end use customers in the Midcontinent.  
Mike has run a natural gas risk management book as well as managed natural gas 
scheduling and transportation. 
 
Mike holds a BBA in Accounting from Oklahoma State University. 

 
 
Mark Siismets 
Partner – Mpower 
 

Mark has over 12 years of experience in the independent power business with an 
emphasis on project development, plant operations and asset management.  While 
at Destec Energy, he managed and directed the business activities of four 
cogeneration plants in California and assisted in the management of a company 
subsidiary responsible for procuring and transporting natural gas for the company’s 
nine operating facilities in California.  At Enron International, Mark developed 
energy projects in Central and South America and negotiated agreements and 
amendments for several operating projects in the region.  Earlier in his career, Mark 
managed technical and financial evaluations of independent power projects for 
lending institutions as a consultant with Stone & Webster Management 
Consultants, Inc. 
 
More recently, and after obtaining his MBA, Mark worked for McKinsey & 
Company focusing on clients in the power industry.  Client work included the 
development of integrated, regional business strategies for a major U.S. wholesale 
power company and the creation of growth strategies for the European subsidiary 
of a U.S. power company. 
 
Mark holds a BS Mechanical Engineering from Texas A&M University and an 
MBA from The University of Texas. 

 
 

 


