
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
 
 
Common Point LLC    : 
       : 
Application for a Certificate of    : 
Interexchange Service Authority to Operate  : 05-0330 
as a Facilities-based Carrier of    : 
Telecommunications Services in the   : 
State of Illinois.     : 
 
 

ORDER 
 
 
By the Commission: 
 
 On May 27, 2005, Common Point, LLC, a Limited Liability Company (“Common 
Point” or the “Applicant”), filed a Verified Application with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (“Commission”) for a Certificate of Interexchange Service Authority to 
operate tandem switches providing various tandem switching access services and to 
provide facilities-based interexchange telecommunications services in the state of 
Illinois pursuant to Section 13-403 of the Public Utilities Act, 220 ILCS 5/1-101, et seq. 
(the “Act”).  The Verified Application also sought waivers or variances from the 
requirements of 83 Ill. Adm. Code Parts 710 and 735.   
 
 Pursuant to Notice given in accordance with the law and the rules and 
regulations of the Commission, this matter came up for hearing before a duly authorized 
Administrative Law Judge of the Commission at its offices in Chicago, Illinois on July 7, 
2005.  Counsel for Applicant entered an appearance.  Mr. Donald L. Bell, President of 
Common Point, testified and presented evidence in support of the Application.  At the 
conclusion of the hearing, the record was marked “Heard and Taken”.   
 
 Mr. Bell testified that Common Point is a recently formed Illinois Limited Liability 
Company.  Applicant’s Articles of Organization were filed with the Illinois Secretary of 
State on December 23, 2004 and a copy of the Articles of Organization was attached to 
the verified Application as Exhibit 2.   
 
 Mr. Bell stated that eight companies presently hold and own membership 
interests in Common Point.  He further testified that seven of those companies are 
affiliates of small incumbent local exchange carriers, who are providing service in Illinois 
subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction and regulation.  The seven companies that hold 
a membership interest in the Applicant and are affiliates of incumbent local exchange 
carriers regulated by this Commission are:  Egyptian Internet Services, Inc., an affiliate 
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of Egyptian Telephone Cooperative Association; GATB Enterprises, LLC, an affiliate of 
Home Telephone Company; Flat Rock Enterprises, Inc., an affiliate of Flat Rock 
Telephone Co-Op, Inc.; Technology Group, LLC, an affiliate of Madison Telephone 
Company; Shawnee Communications, Inc., an affiliate of Shawnee Telephone 
Company; MTCO Communications, Inc., an affiliate of Metamora Telephone Company; 
and Cass Switch, Inc., an affiliate of Cass Telephone Company.   
 
 Mr. Bell testified that the eighth company holding and owning a membership 
interest in Applicant is Associated Network Partners, Inc. (“ANPI”).  ANPI, since its 
inception in 1996, has provided resold interexchange minutes to toll affiliates of 
independent local exchange carriers and manages the complex billing records and 
ancilliary services associated with each different toll affiliate.  ANPI serves over 300 
companies providing service in 39 states and in 2004 handled almost 1.15 billion 
minutes of use.  Mr. Bell further testified that ANPI, which will provide management 
services to the Applicant, presently has 53 employees. These various employees 
having extensive experience in technical and operational matters, the management of 
complex billing records and systems, customer relations and customer care functions, 
and interaction with other telecommunications carriers in the various relationships that 
exist in today’s telecommunications environment.   
 
 Common Point has purchased and will be deploying two switches that have 
tandem switching capabilities.  The Applicant will be providing various tandem switching  
access services to interexchange carriers to allow the interexchange carriers to deliver, 
on a basis that is economical to the interexchange carriers, interexchange calls to 
customers of Common Point affiliates, which calls will be terminated on the respective 
facilities of those companies.  Mr. Bell testified that the switches with tandem switching 
capabilities will be placed in what are today commonly referred to as 
telecommunications carrier “hotels”, which are secure locations for telecommunications 
carriers, including but not limited to the vast majority of major interexchange carriers 
that have a point of presence for their respective networks.  One of the Applicant’s 
tandem switches will be located at a telecommunications carrier hotel in Chicago, and 
the second tandem switch will be deployed at a different geographic location to provide 
diverse routing and redundant network capabilities.  Mr. Bell testified that local 
exchange carriers, other than and in addition to the Common Point affiliates, will be able 
to designate the Applicant’s tandems as the tandems at which interexchange traffic is to 
be delivered for termination to those companies’ respective end offices.   
 
 Applicant has presented evidence which demonstrates that it has the necessary 
managerial, technical and financial ability to provide the services it seeks to provide, 
including but not limited to the various tandem switching access services to be provided 
to interexchange carriers.  Mr. Bell testified that the members of Common Point are 
committed to the business plans that have been developed and the provision of tandem 
switching services.  He testified that the Applicant has already purchased two switches 
with tandem switching capabilities and that members of Common Point have entered 
into an agreement to make initial capital contributions of $1.5 million; and as the 
business plan is implemented, the members will determine whether additional capital 
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contributions are required.  Mr. Bell introduced into evidence the financial statements of 
Common Point as of April 30, 2005.  Mr. Bell testified that Common Point had entered 
into an agreement with ANPI to manage the day-by-day operations of the company and 
to provide management, technical and administrative support and that ANPI has the 
technical, managerial and operational personnel with appropriate experience and 
capabilities to provide the necessary support for the Applicant’s proposed operations.  
Mr. Bell further testified that the ILEC affiliates of the other seven member companies 
have a long history of providing telecommunications services within the state and have 
successfully operated telecommunications operations subject to this Commission’s 
jurisdiction and regulation for long periods of time.  Mr. Bell indicated that the 
management and technical expertise of those companies would be available to the 
Applicant, as well. 
 
 The Applicant has requested that the Commission make certain declarations and 
grant certain waivers from the rules and regulations of the Commission.  The services 
the Applicant proposes to provide will be competitive telecommunications services, as 
described in Section 13-502(b) of the Act.  The Applicant is required to file tariffs with 
the Commission under Section 13-501 of the Act describing the nature of its services, 
the applicable rates and charges, and the terms and conditions of the service provider.  
If the Applicant files the required tariffs in compliance with Section 13-502(e) and the 
rules adopted thereunder in 83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 745, many of the provisions of the 
Act, as well as regulations adopted by the Commission in 83 Ill. Adm. Code, will be 
inapplicable to the Applicant.   
 
 The Applicant seeks waivers of 83 Ill. Adm. Code Parts 710 and 735.  The 
Applicant’s request for a waiver of 83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 710, which governs 
maintaining books and records under the Uniform System of Accounts, should be 
granted in order to reduce the economic burdens of regulation on a company that 
provides only competitive services.  The Applicant’s request for a waiver of Code Part 
735 should be granted in the context of interexchange services, since the rules 
contained therein are not applicable to interexchange services.   
 
 The Commission, having reviewed the entire record and being fully advised in 
the premises, is of the opinion and finds that:   
 

(1) the Applicant, Common Point, LLC, an Illinois Limited Liability Company, 
is seeking to obtain a Certificate of Interexchange Service Authority to 
operate tandem switches providing various tandem switching access 
services and to provide facilities-based interexchange telecommunications 
services in the State of Illinois pursuant to Section 13-403 of the Act, and 
as such, seeks to become a telecommunications carrier within the 
meaning of Section 13-202 of the Act providing telecommunications 
service within the meaning of Section 13-203 of the Act;  

 
(2) the Commission has jurisdiction over the Applicant and the subject-matter 

herein;  
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(3) as required by Section 13-403 of the Act, Common Point, LLC possesses 

the requisite technical, financial and managerial resources to provide 
telecommunications services throughout Illinois;  

 
(4) the recitals of fact and conclusions therein stated in the prefatory portions 

of this  Order are supported by the record and are hereby adopted as 
findings of fact;  

 
(5) the Applicant is granted a waiver of 83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 710, governing 

the Uniform System of Accounts, provided that the Applicant maintains its 
accounting records in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting 
Principles at a level of detail sufficient to comply with all applicable tax 
laws;  

 
(6) the Applicant is granted a waiver of 83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 735, with 

regard to providing interexchange telecommunications services;  
 

(7) based on the evidence presented herein, the services that Applicant 
proposes to offer as competitive telecommunications services as defined 
in Section 13-209 of the Act; and  

 
(8) Applicant should file with the Commission a tariff consisting of its rates, 

rules  and regulations, in accordance with Sections 13-501 and 13-502 of 
the Act, to be effective upon proper filing, before commencing service.   

 
 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Illinois Commerce Commission that 
Common Point, LLC is hereby granted a Certificate of Interexchange Service Authority.   
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Certificate of Interexchange Service 
Authority herein granted should be the following: 
 

CERTIFICATE OF INTEREXCHANGE SERVICE AUTHORITY 
 

 IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that Common Point, LLC is authorized 
pursuant to Section 13-403 of the Public Utilities Act to provide 
telecommunications services on a facilities-based interexchange basis 
within the State of Illinois.   

 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Common Point, LLC is granted a waiver of 83 
Ill. Adm. Code Parts 710 and 735, as set forth in Findings (5) and (6) above.   
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Common Point, LLC file with this Commission a 
tariff consisting of its rates, rules and regulations to be effective upon proper filing, 
before commencing service.   
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 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, subject to the provisions of Section 10-113 of 
the Public Utilities Act and 83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 200.880 that this Order is final; it is not 
subject to the Administrative Review Law.   
 
 By Order of the Commission this 19th day of July, 2005. 
 
 
 
        (SIGNED) EDWARD C. HURLEY 
 
         Chairman 
 


