
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
 
Illinois Commerce Commission : 
         On Its Own Motion : 
                 -vs- :   01-0705 
Northern Illinois Gas Company : 
 : 
Reconciliation of revenues collected under : 
gas adjustment charges with actual costs : 
prudently incurred. : 
 
Illinois Commerce Commission : 
        On Its Own Motion :   02-0067 
                    -vs- :   On Reopening 
Northern Illinois Gas Company : 
        d/b/a NICOR Gas Company : 
 : 
Proceeding to review Rider 4, Gas cost, : 
pursuant to Section 9-244(c) of the Public : 
Utilities Act. : 
 
Illinois Commerce Commission : 
        On Its Own Motion : 
                    -vs- :   02-0725 
 : 
Northern Illinois Gas Company : 
        d/b/a NICOR Gas Company : 
 : 
Reconciliation of revenues collected under :   (Consolidated) 
gas adjustment charges with actual costs : 
prudently incurred. : 
 

RESPONSE TO NICOR GAS’ MOTION TO EXCLUDE BETH HOHISEL  
AS A WITNESS IN THE PREOCEEDING  

 
 
 NOW COMES the Staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Staff”), 

through its attorneys, and pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.190 files its 

Response to Nicor Gas’ Motion to exclude Beth Hohisel as a witness in this 



proceeding (“Motion”) in the above-captioned proceeding.  In support of this 

Response, Staff states as follows: 

 Pursuant to the procedural schedule established for this docket, on March 

19, 2004, Staff provided to the parties a list of the adverse witnesses that Staff 

intends to call at hearing. 

Staff identified Nicor Gas employee, Beth Hohisel as one of the individuals 

who it may call to testify as an adverse witness. 

On March 24, 2004 Nicor filed its Motion to excluded Ms. Hohisel as a 

witness. In support of its motion, Nicor argues that Ms. Hohisel’s testimony 

“would be irrelevant to any fact of consequence for determination in this matter 

and/or cumulative of other evidence.” (Nicor Motion, p. 2)   

Nicor’s motion should be denied for all of the following reasons: 

First, Nicor’s statement that Ms. Hohisel’s testimony would be irrelevant is 

unfounded.  By Nicor’s own assertion, Ms. Hohisel “ assists with the preparation 

of responses to be filed with the Commission by the Company.” (Nicor Motion, 

p.2)  Such responses may in fact be the subject of questions by Staff and 

Interveners at the hearing.  

Further, Ms. Hohisel’s deposition was taken by Staff and the Intervenors 

on June 25, 2003, and resulted in some 200 plus pages of information.  The 

deposition testimony provided by Ms. Hohisel establishes her involvement in, and 

knowledge of, actions, decisions, and considerations of the Company that are at 

issue in this proceeding.   Once again, issues related to Ms. Hohisel’s deposition 

testimony may be subject to questions by Staff and Interveners at the hearing. 
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Finally, Nicor’s argument that “any testimony rendered by Ms. Hohisel 

would be cumulative” is without merit.  While the case law Nicor cites to (criminal 

and product liability cases) sets forth the courts discretionary power to limit 

witnesses, Nicor has failed to justify use of such discretion in the instant docket.  

The mere fact that Nicor witness Ted Lenart was Ms. Hohisel’s supervisor, in no 

way determines that Ms. Hohisel’s testimony would be cumulative.  It is 

premature for Nicor to assume that Ms. Hohisel’s testimony will be cumulative.  

Whether or not the testimony is cumulative will depend upon what testimony is 

elicited from Ms. Hohisel and from other witnesses at the hearing.  Nicor’s 

objection now is based upon pure speculation. 

WHEREFORE, for the reasons set forth above Staff respectfully requests 

that Nicor Gas’s Motion to Exclude Beth Hohisel as a Witness in the Proceeding 

be denied. 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 

        
       __________________________ 
       JANIS E. VON QUALEN 
       JOHN J. REICHART 
       Staff Attorneys 
 
       Counsel for the Staff of the 
       Illinois Commerce Commission 
 
April 1, 2004 
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