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ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
 
Illinois Commerce Commission : 
         On Its Own Motion : 
                 -vs- :   01-0705 
Northern Illinois Gas Company : 
 : 
Reconciliation of revenues collected under : 
gas adjustment charges with actual costs : 
prudently incurred. : 
 
Illinois Commerce Commission : 
        On Its Own Motion :   02-0067 
                    -vs- :   On Reopening 
Northern Illinois Gas Company : 
        d/b/a NICOR Gas Company : 
 : 
Proceeding to review Rider 4, Gas cost, : 
pursuant to Section 9-244(c) of the Public : 
Utilities Act. : 
 
Illinois Commerce Commission : 
        On Its Own Motion : 
                    -vs- :   02-0725 
 : 
Northern Illinois Gas Company : 
        d/b/a NICOR Gas Company : 
 : 
Reconciliation of revenues collected under :   (Consolidated) 
gas adjustment charges with actual costs : 
prudently incurred. : 
 

RESPONSE TO NICOR GAS’ MOTION TO EXCLUDE ROSE GORMAN  
AS A WITNESS IN THE PREOCEEDING  

 
 
 NOW COMES the Staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Staff”), 

through its attorneys, and pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.190 files its 

Response to Nicor Gas’ Motion to exclude Rose Gorman as a witness in this 



proceeding (“Motion”) in the above-captioned proceeding.  In support of this 

Response, Staff states as follows: 

 Pursuant to the procedural schedule established for this docket, on March 

19, 2004, Staff provided to the parties a list of the adverse witnesses that Staff 

intends to call at hearing. 

Staff identified Rose Gorman as one of the individuals who it may call to 

testify as an adverse witness. Ms. Gorman’s deposition was taken by Staff and 

the Intervenors on June 23, 2003, and resulted in some 115 pages of testimony. 

On March 24, 2004 Nicor filed its Motion to excluded Ms. Gorman as a 

witness. Nicor sets forth two arguments in support of its Motion. First, Nicor 

argues that because Ms. Gorman retired from the Company, she cannot hold the 

status of an adverse witness. Staff disagrees.  Although Ms. Gorman no longer 

works in the accounting department for Nicor Gas, she does have an 

employment arrangement with Nicor interchange, an affiliate of Nicor Gas.  Ms. 

Gorman may provide testimony about how actions she took regarding accounting 

procedures related to the PBR and resulted in changes in her employment.  

Further, Ms. Gorman may provide relevant information concerning the 

relationship between the company’s PBR program and her current position with a 

Nicor affiliate.   

Nicor argues in the alternative that “the only issue about which Ms. 

Gorman could reasonably testify at hearing is irrelevant to any fact or 

consequence of the proceeding.”  In support of this claim, Nicor argues that the 



only issue to which Ms. Gorman testified was the use of an accounting procedure 

known as ‘virtual storage.’  And that such a topic is moot. (Nicor Motion, p. 3) 

Staff strongly disagrees with both of Nicor’s characterizations concerning 

Ms. Gorman’s deposition testimony.  Indeed, in her deposition, Ms. Gorman 

addressed a variety of issues that are relevant to instant proceeding.  Ms. 

Gorman may be questioned about opinions among Nicor accounting staff 

concerning actions taken before and during the operation of Nicor’s PBR 

program.  Additionally, Ms. Gorman may speak to other actions taken and 

reorganizations made by the Company in response to differing opinions among 

Nicor staff.  Such activities are clearly relevant to the instant case and may be 

the subject of questions by Staff and Intervenors at the hearing.  

WHEREFORE, for the reasons set forth above Staff respectfully requests 

that Nicor Gas’s Motion to Exclude Rose Gorman as a Witness in the Proceeding 

be denied. 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 

        
       __________________________ 
       JANIS E. VON QUALEN 
       JOHN J. REICHART 
       Staff Attorneys 
 
       Counsel for the Staff of the 
       Illinois Commerce Commission 
 
April 1, 2004 
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