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 ) 
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 ) 
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to Section 9-244(c) of the Public Utilities Act ) 
 ) 
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 ) Docket No. 02-0725 
Northern Illinois Gas Company d/b/a NICOR ) 
Gas Company ) 
 ) 
Reconciliation of Revenues collected under ) 
Gas Adjustment Charges with Actual Costs ) 
prudently incurred ) 
 

FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS TO THE 
STAFF OF THE ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

Now comes, Northern Illinois Gas Company d/b/a Nicor Gas Company (“Nicor Gas” or 

“Company”), by its attorneys, and propounds the following data requests (“Requests”) to Staff of 

the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Staff” and the “Commission”), pursuant to Section 

200.360 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, 83 Ill. Admin. Code 200.360.   

INSTRUCTIONS AND DEFINITIONS 

1. These Data Requests are directed to Staff. 
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2. In answering these Data Requests, please furnish all information and documents 

that are available to you, your agents, employees, contractors, and consultants, regardless 

whether such information and documents are in your direct custody or control. 

3. “Document” shall mean all materials subject to discovery pursuant to the 

Commission’s Rules of Practice, including originals, non-identical copies (e.g., copies with any 

additions, alterations, amendments, authorizations, attachments, changes, comments, deletions, 

editing marks, modifications, notes, or other differences), and drafts or other preparatory materials, 

regardless if used, circulated, or published, of all recorded or graphic matter whatsoever, whether 

in written or electronic form. 

4. “Identify” when used in reference to a person means to state his or her full name,  

present or last known position and employer, and present or last known business address and 

telephone number.  “Identify” when used in reference to a business entity means to furnish the 

business entity’s name and address.  “Identify” when used in reference to a communication means 

to state the date, location, and method or manner of communication (including whether written or 

oral), the contents or detailed substance of the communication, and the identity of all participants 

in, or recipients of, the communication.  “Identify” when used in reference to a document means to 

state, the date of the document, its title, its subject matter, its author(s), its recipient(s), the persons 

whose non-original markings appear on the document and the date of such markings, the parties to 

the document, and the source (e.g., a person and/or person’s files) from which you obtained the 

document for purposes of production in this proceeding. 

5. “Regarding” or “Relating” mean , referring to, constituting, concerning, 

consisting of, embodying, evidencing, mentioning, describing, memorializing, stating, setting 



Consol. Docket Nos. 01-0705, 02-0067 and 02-0725 3 

forth, discussing, analyzing, used in considering or evaluating, or having any logical or factual 

connection with. 

6. “Lassar Report” means the Report to the Special Committee of the Board of 

Directors of Nicor Inc. prepared by Scott R. Lassar of the law firm Sidley, Austin, Brown & 

Wood, LLP, on or about October 28, 2002, and designated in this proceeding by bates numbers 

NIC 049799-049940. 

7. Wherever appropriate, the singular form of a word should be interpreted to include 

the plural, and the plural form of a word should be interpreted to include the singular. 

8. These Requests are continuing to the full extent that continuing discovery is 

authorized by the Commission’s Rules of Practice. 

9. If any information requested herein is claimed to be privileged or confidential, 

please state the grounds on which such privilege or confidentiality is being asserted, and include a 

brief description of the document, listing the date and the author, and please provide the name and 

address of any person who received the document or a copy of the document. 

10. If any of the responsive documents, data, or information is stored in electronic 

form, please produce only printed copies of such documents. 

11. Please provide the documents, data, and information requested herein within 

14 days of service, or September 4, 2003 to John E. Rooney, Sonnenschein, Nath & Rosenthal, 

233 South Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois 60606.  Please begin each response on a separate 

page. 
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DATA REQUESTS 
 
NG-ICC 1.01 
Please identify all Staff employees and/or agents who participated in the review or analysis of 
Nicor Gas documents related to Nicor Gas’s (a) 1999, (b) 2000, and (c) 2001 PGA 
reconciliations. 

NG-ICC 1.02 
Please produce all documents, other than those produced by Nicor Gas in discovery in this 
proceeding, that relate to the gas sale, including the accounting or recording thereof, discussed at 
pages 20 to 26 of the Lassar Report.   

NG-ICC 1.03 
Please identify all Staff employees and/or agents who have been involved in Staff’s review of the 
gas sale, including the accounting or recording thereof, discussed at pages 20 to 26 of the Lassar 
Report. 

NG-ICC 1.04 
Please produce all documents that analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence the 
performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation performed in connection with 
Staff’s review of the gas sale, including the accounting or recording thereof, discussed at pages 
20 to 26 of the Lassar Report.   

NG-ICC 1.05 
Please produce all documents, other than those produced by Nicor Gas in discovery in this 
proceeding, that relate to Nicor Gas’s treatment of gas purchases either as flowing gas or gas in 
storage, including the accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 2001 or 2002 (reference 
pages 27 to 36 of the Lassar Report).   

NG-ICC 1.06 
Please identify all Staff employees and/or agents who have been involved in Staff’s review of 
Nicor Gas’ treatment of gas purchases as either flowing gas or gas in storage, including the 
accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 2001 or 2002 (reference pages 27 to 36 of the 
Lassar Report). 

NG-ICC 1.07 
Please produce all documents that analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence the 
performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation performed in connection with 
Staff’s review of Nicor Gas’ treatment of gas purchases either as flowing gas or gas in storage, 
including the accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 2001 or 2002 (reference pages 27 to 
36 of the Lassar Report). 
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NG-ICC 1.08 
Please produce all documents in Staff’s possession or control, other than those produced by 
Nicor Gas in discovery in this proceeding, that relate in any manner to the meter error, including 
the accounting or recording thereof, discussed at pages 37 to 39 of the Lassar Report.   

NG-ICC 1.09 
Please identify all Staff employees and/or agents who have been involved in Staff’s review of the 
meter error, including the accounting or recording thereof, discussed at pages 37 to 39 of the 
Lassar Report. 

NG-ICC 1.10 
Please produce all documents that analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence the 
performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation performed in connection with 
Staff’s review of the meter error, including the accounting or recording thereof, discussed at 
pages 37 to 39 of the Lassar Report.   

NG-ICC 1.11 
Please produce all documents in Staff’s possession or control, other than those produced by 
Nicor Gas in discovery in this proceeding, that relate in any manner to the weather insurance 
purchase, including the accounting or recording thereof, discussed at pages 40 to 48 of the Lassar 
Report.   

NG-ICC 1.12 
Please identify all Staff employees and/or agents who have been involved in Staff’s review of the 
weather insurance purchase, including the accounting or recording thereof, discussed at pages 40 
to 48 of the Lassar Report. 

NG-ICC 1.13 
Please produce all documents that analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence the 
performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation performed in connection with 
Staff’s review of the weather insurance purchase, including the accounting or recording thereof, 
discussed at pages 40 to 48 of the Lassar Report.   

NG-ICC 1.14 
Please produce all documents in Staff’s possession or control, other than those produced by 
Nicor Gas in discovery in this proceeding, that relate in any manner to Nicor Gas’ use of in-field 
transfers, or the categorization of transactions or transfers as in-field transfers, including the 
accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 2001 or 2002 (reference pages 49 to 56 of the 
Lassar Report).   
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NG-ICC 1.15 
Please identify all Staff employees and/or agents who have been involved in Staff’s review of 
Nicor Gas’ use of in-field transfers, or the categorization of transactions or transfers as in-field 
transfers, including the accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 2001 or 2002 (reference 
pages 49 to 56 of the Lassar Report). 

NG-ICC 1.16 
Please produce all documents that analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence the 
performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation performed in connection with 
Staff’s review of Nicor Gas’ use of in-field transfers, or the categorization of transactions or 
transfers as in-field transfers, including the accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 2001 or 
2002 (reference pages 49 to 56 of the Lassar Report).   

NG-ICC 1.17 
Please produce all documents in Staff’s possession or control, other than those produced by 
Nicor Gas in discovery in this proceeding, that relate in any manner to Nicor Gas’ use of storage 
prefills, including the accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 2001 or 2002 (reference 
pages 57 to 64 of the Lassar Report).   

NG-ICC 1.18 
Please identify all Staff employees and/or agents who have been involved in Staff’s review of 
Nicor Gas’ use of storage prefills, including the accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 
2001 or 2002 (reference pages 57 to 64 of the Lassar Report). 

NG-ICC 1.19 
Please produce all documents that analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence the 
performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation performed in connection with 
Staff’s review of Nicor Gas’ use of storage prefills, including the accounting or recording 
thereof, during 2000, 2001 or 2002 (reference pages 57 to 64 of the Lassar Report).   

NG-ICC 1.20 
Please produce all documents in Staff’s possession or control, other than those produced by 
Nicor Gas in discovery in this proceeding, that relate in any manner to Nicor Gas’ sale of 2.4 bcf 
of gas to Enerchange in January 2000, including the accounting or recording thereof, discussed at 
pages 65 to 71 of the Lassar Report.   

NG-ICC 1.21 
Please identify all Staff employees and/or agents who have been involved in Staff’s review of 
Nicor Gas’ sale of 2.4 bcf of gas to Enerchange in January 2000, including the accounting or 
recording thereof, discussed at pages 65 to 71 of the Lassar Report. 
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NG-ICC 1.22 
Please produce all documents tha t analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence the 
performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation performed in connection with 
Staff’s review of Nicor Gas’ sale of 2.4 bcf of gas to Enerchange in January 2000, including the 
accounting or recording thereof, discussed at pages 65 to 71 of the Lassar Report.   

NG-ICC 1.23 
Please produce all documents in Staff’s possession, other than those produced by Nicor Gas in 
discovery in this proceeding, that relate in any manner to Nicor Gas’ hedging activities, 
including the accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 2001 or 2002 (reference page 72 of 
the Lassar Report). 

NG-ICC 1.24 
Please identify all Staff employees and/or agents who have been involved in Staff’s review of 
Nicor Gas’ hedging activities, including the accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 2001 
or 2002 (reference page 72 of the Lassar Report). 

NG-ICC 1.25 
Please produce all documents that analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence the 
performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation performed in connection with 
Staff’s review of Nicor Gas’ hedging activities, including the accounting or recording thereof, 
during 2000, 2001 or 2002 (reference page 72 0f the Lassar Report). 

NG-ICC 1.26 
Please produce all documents in Staff’s possession or control, other than those produced by 
Nicor Gas in discovery in this proceeding, that relate in any manner to Nicor Gas’ management 
arrangements with third parties for gas storage and transportation, including management fees 
and/or accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 2001 or 2002 (reference page 73 of the 
Lassar Report).   

NG-ICC 1.27 
Please identify all Staff employees and/or agents who have been involved in Staff’s review of 
Nicor Gas’ management arrangements with third parties for gas storage and transportation, 
including management fees and/or accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 2001 or 2002 
(reference page 73 of the Lassar Report). 

NG-ICC 1.28 
Please produce all documents that analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence the 
performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation performed in connection with 
Staff’s review of Nicor Gas’ management arrangements with third parties for gas storage and 
transportation, including management fees and/or accounting or recording thereof, during 2000, 
2001 or 2002 (reference page 73 of the Lassar Report). 
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NG-ICC 1.29 
Please state whether Staff had knowledge in or before January 1, 1999 that Nicor Gas utilized a 
last in first out (“LIFO”) method of accounting for gas in storage inventory.  Please specify the 
date when Staff first became aware that Nicor Gas used the LIFO method of accounting for gas 
in storage inventory. 

NG-ICC 1.30 
If the answer to NG-ICC 1.29 is that Staff had knowledge in or before 1999 that Nicor Gas 
utilized a LIFO method of accounting for gas in storage inventory, please identify each and every 
basis for Staff’s knowledge at that time.   

NG-ICC 1.31 
If the answer to NG-ICC 1.29 is that Staff had knowledge in or before 1999 that Nicor Gas 
utilized a LIFO method of accounting for gas in storage inventory, please provide copies of all 
documents that evidence Staff’s knowledge or formed a basis for Staff’s knowledge at that time. 

NG-ICC 1.32 
Please produce all documents, other than those produced by Nicor Gas in this proceeding, that 
evidence Staff’s response to NG-ICC 1.31. 

NG-ICC 1.33 
If the answer to NG-ICC 1.29 is that Staff did not have knowledge in or before 1999 that Nicor 
Gas utilized a LIFO method of accounting for gas in storage inventory, please state when and 
how Staff first gained this knowledge. 

NG-ICC 1.34 
For each of the years 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002, please state whether Staff had knowledge of 
the costs associated with Nicor Gas’ LIFO layer of gas in storage. 

NG-ICC 1.35 
For each of the years 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002, if the answer to NG-ICC 1.34 is that Staff had 
knowledge of the costs associated with the layers of Nicor Gas’ LIFO accounts of gas in storage, 
please identify each and every basis for Staff’s knowledge for the relevant times. 

NG-ICC 1.36 
For each of the years 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002, if the answer to NG-ICC 1.34 is that Staff had 
knowledge of the costs associated with the layers of Nicor Gas’ LIFO accounts of gas in storage, 
please provide copies of all documents that evidence Staff’s knowledge or formed a basis for 
Staff’s knowledge for the relevant times.  
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NG-ICC 1.37 
Please produce all documents in Staff’s possession and control, other than those produced by 
Nicor Gas in discovery in this proceeding, that analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence 
the performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation of the costs associated with 
the layers of Nicor Gas’ LIFO accounts of gas in storage. 

NG-ICC 1.38 
For each of the years 2000, 2001 and 2002, please identify each and every Staff employee and/or 
agent who received the informal quarterly reports prepared by Nicor Gas in relation to the 
performance of the PBR program. 

NG-ICC 1.39 
For each of the years 2000, 2001 and 2002, please state what type of review each Staff employee 
identified in response to NG-ICC 1.38 conducted, including any analysis, evaluation, discussion, 
study, compilation or calculation, in relation to the informal quarterly reports Nicor Gas filed 
with the Commission on its PBR program. 

NG-ICC 1.40 
Please produce all documents that evidence each and every review identified in response to 
NG-ICC 1.39. 

NG-ICC 1.41 
Please identify each and every Staff employee who received Nicor Gas’ filing under the 
Company’s Rider 4 for the years 2000 and 2001, respectively. 

NG-ICC 1.42 
For each of the Company’s Rider 4 filings for the years 2000 and 2001, please state what type of 
review each Staff employee identified in response to NG-ICC 1.40 conducted, including any 
analysis, evaluation, discussion, study, compilation or calculation. 

NG-ICC 1.43 
Please produce all documents that evidence each and every review identified in response to 
NG-ICC 1.42. 

NG-ICC 1.44 
Please identify each and every Staff employee who received Nicor Gas’ Annual Report filed 
with the Commission for the years 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002, respectively.  
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NG-ICC 1.45 
For each of the Company’s Annual Reports for the years 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002, 
respectively, please state what type of review each Staff employee identified in response to NG-
ICC 1.44 conducted, including any analysis, evaluation, discussion, study, compilation or 
calculation. 

NG-ICC 1.46 
Please produce all documents that evidence each and every review identified in response to NG-
ICC 1.45. 

NG-ICC 1.47 
Please identify each and every opinion, conclusion and/or statement of fact contained in the 
Lassar Report with which Staff disagrees.   

NG-ICC 1.48 
Please provide a detailed explanation of the basis for Staff’s disagreement with respect to each 
and every opinion, conclusion and/or statement of fact identified in response to NG-ICC 1.47. 

NG-ICC 1.49 
Please produce all documents that analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence the 
performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation performed by Staff in relation to 
each and every area of disagreement identified in response to NG-ICC 1.47.   

NG-ICC 1.50 
Please identify each and every accounting adjustment, or lack thereof, to Nicor Gas’ books for 
1999 through 2002 recommended in the Lassar Report with which Staff disagrees. 

NG-ICC 1.51 
Please provide a detailed description of the basis for each and every Staff disagreement identified 
in response to NG-ICC 1.50.  

NG-ICC 1.52 
Please produce all documents that support Staff’s response to NG-ICC 1.50. 

NG-ICC 1.53 
Please produce all documents that analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence the 
performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation performed by Staff in relation to 
each and every adjustment identified in response to NG-ICC 1.50. 
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NG-ICC 1.54 
Is it Staff’s opinion that the accounting adjustments contained in Nicor Gas’ response to ICC 
18.03 accurately implement each and every one of the accounting adjustments recommended in 
the Lassar Report? 

NG-ICC 1.55 
If your response to NG-ICC 1.54 is, no, please identify with specificity each and every 
adjustment, or lack thereof, contained in Nicor Gas’ response to ICC 18.03 that Staff believes 
does not accurately implement the accounting adjustments recommended in the Lassar Report. 

NG-ICC 1.56 
Please provide a detailed explanation of each and every basis for Staff belief that the 
adjustment(s) identified in response to NG-ICC 1.54 does not accurately implement the 
accounting adjustment recommended in the Lassar Report. 

NG-ICC 1.57 
Please produce all documents that analyze, evaluate, discuss, or otherwise evidence the 
performance of a study, computation, compilation or calculation performed by Staff in relation to 
each and every adjustment identified in response to NG-ICC 1.54. 

NG-ICC 1.58 
Please identify each individual from Staff that participated in audits of Nicor’s transactions 
related to the PGA for theyears 1999, 2000, and 2001. 




